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( &H9 ) 

Nolim autem ut h*c malo ammo dicta putes, five in Heuratium {qui mihi 
neque beneficio neque injuria nttm eft,) five in Cl. Hugenium, quern magni 
femper habui, atque habitants fum, & amiciffi me femper traStavi ; ejufq^atq-^ 
inventorttm fuorum non iniquut fuerim xftimAtor ; nedum in Fermatium ,/#»?- 
mum virttm: fed at md& verit ati teftimonium perhiberem , Nelioque jam de~ 
monuo *, iifque ex noftris omnibus, qui, jamdiu ante Heuratium , id ipfim 
demonfiraverant \ atque , m maUfidei habear, in ea quam hac de re narratio- 
nem priits edidi. Vale. 

Two other Letters to the fame purpofe with the former : The first of the Right 
Honour able the Lord Vif- count Brouncker, Chancellor to her Majeity, 
and Pre/ident of the R. Society, &c. 

SIR, 
T is very fure, that Mr,fVilliam Neil had in the year 1657. found out 
and clemonftrated a Streight line equal to a Paraboloeid i and did 
then communicate and publilh the fame ('though not in print) to my 
felf and others, who ufed to meet at Grefbam Colledge, and it was 
there received with good approbation) and the fame wa=, prcfently 
afterwards, otherwife demonftrated by my felf and others.* And 
therefore ar.cienter than that of Monfieur Heurat, which (as it feems, ) 
is not pretended to ha ve been done before the year 1659; and ancienter 
too than that of Sr.Ch.fVren, finding aStreight line eqiul toaCyckil 
in the year 1658 i and by him admitted fo to be. Nor ought it at all 
to prejudice Mr. Neil, that M. Heuraet's was fomewhat fooner abroad 
in print, than that of M.Neil, (though both in the fame year 1659;) 
fince it is well known to many of us, that Mr. Neil't was done before. 
OtherwifeM./Zftgw, by the fame reafon, will grant the precedency 
to Heuraet, of that which he now claims to be his own invention (that 
Rectifying the Pirabolical Line and Squaring the Hyperbolical Space 
do mutually depend on each other :) for this was published in print 
by lA.Heuraet (or M .Schooten for him ) in the year 1659, and not by M. 
Hugens till now, 1673 : "And yet ItA.Hugens thinks, he may well claim 
that invention to be his own, becaufe he now tells us, that he found it 
ouc about the end of the year 1657, and did (fome time after) com- 
municate it privately to fome friends. And whereas-, he doth fuppofe, 
that this invention of his might give occafion to that other of Heuraet; 
we may alfo as well fuppofe, that he might have taken fuch occafion 
from hearing of Mr. A>W having done the like, (for this had been then 
commonly known for a great while : ) Or might have taken occafion 
(as well- as Mr. Neil) from that of DrJ^allis Sckol. ]pw>,3,8. Arith, fofin. 
or from that of Sr.Ch.fVren having found a Streight^qual to another 
Curve the year before : Or, if it were neceflary to know their fymbo- 
lization between the Parabolical Line and the Hyperbolical Space; he 
might have had it earlier from T):.JVal\is, For, when he had demon- 
ftrated (SchiUvr'op. 3 8. Ar.Infin.) that the Particles which cempofe the 
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( <5i50 ) 
Parabolical line, are in power equal to a Series of Squares incrcafed 
by aferies of Equals, fuppofe ,/.-A l + b* : And (/>r«/>. 3 5,41. C»»»V. .?*#.,) 
that c the Ordinate* to the Conjugate Diameter of an Hyperbola, 
(that is, the particles of wh : ch thit Hyperbolical fpace conlittenhj arc 
foalfo, viz* y/^T'tlh*.- ( where A,T,L, are permanent quantities, 
and i>, h, taken fucceffively in Progreffion Arithmetical i ) It was eafie 
(forM.Hexraet, or M.Hugens, or any other,) to infer, That, if we 
can Reftifie theone, we may Square the other, & vice verfa But from 
whence foeverM. Hear aet had it; we may, as before, reafonably con- 
clude, that McNeil had it before him.- And M. Hxgens is a per hn of 
that ingenuity, that, when he (hall better confider of it,he w;ll( I doubt 
notjbeof the famemind. London,0^i.S.i67i, 

The other Letter is of Sr.Chriftopher'Wrcn.K'f .Surveyor General of his Ma- 
jeflies Buildings , &c. 

SIR, 
r T~ Hat I did, in the year 1658. find iStreigk line equal to that of a 
L Cycloid, and the parts thereof, was then very well known, not 
in England only, but in France and Holland. And 1 have not yet heard 
of any, who do pretend to have known it, before I difcover'j it : 
which was the fame year acknowledged in Print by thofe of France. 
But I do not pretend to have been the fir ft that did ever find a Streight 
line equal to a Crooked . For I very wel! know, that Mr. willUm Neil 
had, the year before, found out and demonftrated, How to conflrudt 
a Crooked Hne fo as to be equal to a Streight, by a « tin feries of 
Numbers after the method of Dr. Wallis. And though f!e>' id not there- 
in demonstrate the other properties of th.-t Line j yet the fame were 
prefentiy after demonftrated by my felf and others, and the nature of 
the Line fully difcover'd , being a certain Paraboloeid. And that 
which M. Heurttt is faid afterwards to have found out, in the year 
1659, and U.Fermat in the year 1660, are but the fame with that 
of Mr. Neile. 
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